






8 Things Oil and Gas Workers Should Know About Flash Fires 

There is a vast range at FR fabric available, however, each FR fabric 
performs differently. 

However, since all fabrics with less than 50 
percent burn can be certified, it is important to 
know the actual body burn percentage of the 
ASTM F1930 test. Fabrics can be certified with 
50 percent total body burn or 10 percent, and 
these differences should be understood. 

8. Proper maintenance is key to FR apparel
performance

Care and maintenance not only extends the life of 
FR apparel-it is essential to allowing the 
garments to protect oneself to its fullest capability 
in the event of a flash fire. Keep FR apparel well 
maintained, patched with the correct FR fabric 
when needed, and as clean as possible, as 
flammable contaminants can compromise its 
performance. Check with your FR fabric or 
garment provider for proper care and 
maintenance instructions. Some job sites may 
prevent clothing from being totally spotless, but 
for dirtier tasks, consider wearing a disposable FR 
coverall over daily FR apparel to reduce soiling. 
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Oil and gas workers routinely work in areas where 
the flash fire hazard exist. Understanding the risks 
at hand, the various facets of flash fires and 
trusted ways to protect oneself are the first steps 
in creating a safer work environment for these key 
industries. 

Scott Francis has been involved with the safety industry since 1991 and has extensive experience with 
protective apparel fabrics and programs. He participates in numerous industry organizations and 
addresses trade associations regarding hazard protection, electric arc and flash fire hazards, body burn 
injury, the protective performance of FR clothing and related topics. 

This article originally appeared in the June 2017 issue of Occupational Health & Safety 
Web: https://ohsonline.com/articles/2017/06/01 /eight-things.aspx 
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